





25th Anniversary Regatta - 1982

This article, written by Jack Brown of Benton, llinois, original owner of Scot No. 4, is included here because is describes the 25th
Anniversary Celebration of the Flying Scot al Cowan Lake, Ohio., in a different and perhaps more reflective and appropriate light

than the usual regatla report.

s happy owners of a Flying Scot
A(#4), who ordered their first one

sight unseen from a drawing appear-
ing in RUDDER Magazine while it was only
a light in Sandy's eye, my wile and [
atlended the 25th anniversary ol its birth
recently at Cowan Lake.

How strange il seems that this boat and
the love for sailing could have inspired
the comradeships continuing through the
years that brought together such a
diverse group. Young, eager, fierce
competitors mingled with tired, old has-
beens and those of us who never were, to

enjoy Lwo days ol nostalgia, reliving past
victories, avoiding the memory of defeats,
and telling those gentle lies about physi-
cal appearances so common to reunions.

There were races, of course, and
winners whose names, brilliant tactics
and spinnaker work will be engraved on
stone lablets to be unearthed in a thou-
sand years by an archeological Scot sailor
whose boat will be equipped with some
ridiculous gadget with an important-
sounding name, notwithstanding various
return trips from the hereafter by Sandy
in opposition.

The host club, Cowan Lake 3ailing
Association, was more than hospitable.
“Boy Scouts” were provided to help the
elderly to tack up the grade from the
waler to the club and [air winds were
provided - nol only on the lake, but at the
happy hour preceding the dinner.

It was a great reunion and we expecl to
attend the 50th because, as we all know,
old sailors never die - they just get a little
dinghy.

THE NEXT BEST THING TO A NEW

FLYING SCOT!

EXQUISITE JACKET WITH A 70 THOUSAND STITCH FULL-BACK
EMBROIDERED DESIGN OF YOUR FLYING SCOT

INDIVIDUALLY MADE, YOU SPECIFY THE COLOR OF YOUR BOAT AND THE
NUMBER ON YOUR SAIL, MAKING YOUR JACKET A ONE-OF-A-KIND
ALSO,THE FLYING SCOT NAME AND INSIGNIA ARE EMBROIDERED ON THE LEFT CHEST

POLAR FLEECE LINED 3-SEASON JACKET
¢ Similar to, but much nicer than LL BEAN or LAND’S END brand
¢ Wind-proof taslan nylon shell; 460-gram fleece lined; lined stand up collar; Hip length

THE SAME LARGE EMBROIDERED DESIGN IS AVAILABLE ON A HEAVY

JACKET BODY COLOR /LINING COLOR / TRIMCOLOR / SIZES

WEIGHT SWEATSHIRT

¢ Deep navy / heather grey / deep navy / 8-3XL
Spruce green / deep navy / plum / S-2XL
Bright red / deep navy / brightred / S-2XL
Black / heather grey / black / S-3XL
SWEATSHIRT COLORS: WHITE, ASH, NAVY

®
¢
¢
®

JACKET WITH EMB.BACK & CREST
SWEATSHIRT WITH FULL EMB. FRONT
PERSONALIZATION ON RIGHT CREST OF
JACKET UP TO 3 LINES OR 27 CHARACTERS ....$5.00

SHIPPING & HANDLING: ORDER AMOUNT CHARGE

" = $50.01-$100.00 $6.50
— $100.01-8150.00 $7.50

— e $150.01-$200.00 $9.50

e ]
e $7()0).01-$500.00 $12.00

$105.95
$59.95

A to Z Embroidery
P.O. Box 758
Williston, VT 05495

FOR ALL OF YOUR
EMBROIDERY NEEDS

(802) 879-1779

SCOTS ‘n WATER

I

n a letter to C.W. Evanson on October

6, 1958 Sandy Douglass stated,

“My new shop has had (o be
outtitted and new equipment
bought. The design had io be lofled
and a mold built. [ will start
construction tomorrow, everything
now being ready. I am proceeding. 1
could ill afford a failure for reasons
other than just the loss ol the cost of
the operation. Here is where a man
has [o make his decision and rely on
his judgement. | believe there is a
market for a new class of boat; and
having sounded out many sailors in
various parts of the country, I
believe | know what is wanted. |
believe my FLYING SCOT will be a
good boat and that she will [ill the
bill. All that remains is to build her
lo see if she tulfills my estimate of
her and then to let others Lry her.
Frankly, I have been well pleased al
the interest created by just a
description of her.

I hope to have her sailing Dy
Thanksgiving, and expect to publish
her lines and story Lhis winter.
Pretty soon 1 should start looking
into yards for building her as well as
into domestic yards for fibre-glass-
ing her. F'irst of all, we must sail her
so that we can know whal we are
talking aboul. I still am an adherent
to the beiler Mousetrap theory,
along with plenty of promotion and
publicity.

My only objection to the idea of
the keel model comes [rom the
though! that there are times when il
is not the best policy to try to be all
things to all men. Is the boat lo be
sold as a day sailer without much
thought to the formation of a sirong
racing class? Or is she intended
primarily to become an organized
class, and will this added impelus
more than compensate lor the loss
of the orders to those who might
have bought the keel model? Many
sailors would not be interested in a
new class if they thought she migh!
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A Look Back

have several models, if she were nol
one-design. It is anyone's guess
which is better, but it seems (o me
that the best success has come from
boats which stick pretty close to the
one-design. 1L also seems to me that
there are many more centerboard
boals than keel boats and that the

i

Sandy Douglass

market is greater for centerboard-

ers, even though there is a definite

markef for a light keel boat. Perhaps

I am just lazy, but the work of

handling a keel boat, of launching

and hauf-oul, unless you can have a

good hoist at hand - is too great for

the slight gain.

Il also scems o me that the
classes which have had the greatest
success and the longest life, in
general have been those which have
had plenty of canvas lo make them
interesting to sail in light weather
and thrilling in heavy weather, such
as the Scows, Stars, Int. 14's and
Thistles. Even the lighting is over-
canvassed by some standard, but [
think she could carry more, her
working sails do not match her big
spinnaker for sporty sailing.”

Thus, the thoughts behind the birth of
the FLYING SCOT.

Now 40 years later, the boat and the
(lass Association are going strong and
have mainlained an excellent reputation.
The boal's attributes have been hailed in
many national magazines, such as Sail

and Sailing World, over the years. This
national attention has helped to draw
atlention to the versatility of the [lying
Scol. People purchasing boats today are
finding the Flying Scot an excellent hoal
[or daysailing and even cruising, with the
added advantage of a strong racing one
design group. There are literally thou-
sands of local regatlas each year from
California to New York, Canada Lo the
Keys. The Annual Midwinters Regatta,
held in Panama City, Florida hosts an
average ol 70 boats, the Nationals, which
is held annually in a different region in
the U.S. averages 75 boals and the
Wife/llusband Regatta which is only 10
years old, draws upwards of 65 boats.

How did all this come aboul in the last
forty years? Let’s look al thc entire
history.

From Sandy, “The autumn of 1956
passed quickly as | worked to run the
lines, build the molds and finally the
wooden prototype which | would use for
lesting and later as a plug for building the
[iberglass molds. 1 completed the boal
lale in December and right after
Christmas we headed south for trials.

Would she perlorm as [ had expected?
Would she prove 1o be good enough Lo
warrant being pul into production?

To my great reliel she came up Lo
expectations in nearly every way. | had
built her with a 250-pound centerboard
Lo make her self-righting but found that
much weight to be unnccessary for stabil-
ity as well as undesirable in other ways.
(Aren’t we glad | cut the weight down to
100 pounds?) [ also soon found thal while
the seals kepl out the spray, they also
held quite a puddle of water and that
drains were most desirable.

Following the trials, 1 was confident
enough of her potential that | announced
the new design in the January, 1957 issue
of Yachting magazine. :

In June, 1957, Kric Ammann joined the
company. A graduate of the University of
Monlana in forestry, liric worked for a big
lumber company in Cleveland. Eric had
heard about me and my new boat and, not
liking his job, was considering a change.

Continued on page 6













































