CONDITION GUIDELINES FOR FLYING SCOT RACE COMMITTEES

These guidelines are provided for Race Committee use when deciding whether to start, shorten, or abandon a race.  They are not rules, and each Race Committee is encouraged to decide based upon prevailing conditions. For example, the upper limit for wind would be lower for a Wife Husband or any event held on open water then it would be for a North American Championship or any event held on an inland lake.
 WIND LIMITS

FSSA prefers not to race in winds less than 4 knots (5MPH) or greater than 20 knots (24MPH), nor in gusts greater than 22 knots (26MPH).  Local conditions should dictate how these guidelines are being applied. The following conditions should be considered when deciding to postpone, shorten or abandon a race.

· Wave and chop conditions 

· Dangerous weather 

· Air /Water temperature 

· Number of crew on the majority of boats (2 or 3) 

· Rescue capability? Does the potential need exceed your capacity to rescue?

· Significant (greater than 25%)number of non-starters

LENGTH OF RACES

The distance from the starting line to the first mark should to be 0.8 – 1.2 miles for the NAC depending upon wind velocity so that the windward leg is 15 – 20 minutes for the first boat. If conditions are such that less than 0.8 is considered, the race should be postponed.

TIME LIMIT

The elapsed time of the race should be 70 - 90 minutes for the first boat to finish.  This can be adjusted depending upon how many races are scheduled for that day, or how many races must be completed for a series. Class rules do not allow more than three races in any one day. FSSA prefers not to be on the water for more than 6 hours per day including the time it takes to sail to and from the course area.
Race Committees are encouraged to set course length to the prevailing conditions. In the event it appears that the race will not be completed within the stated time limit it is recommended that leg lengths be adjusted to achieve the target time. 
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